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BIOGRAPHY: Dr. J. LARRY BROWN 
 
Dr. J. Larry Brown is Executive Director of the Institute on Assets and Social Policy at 
Brandeis University’s Heller School for Social Policy and Management, where he also 
directs the Center on Hunger and Poverty.  Formerly on the faculty of the Harvard School 
of Public Health, Brown served as chairman of the Physician Task Force on Hunger in 
America.  He is a past board chair of Oxfam America, and served as Assistant Director of 
Peace Corps/VISTA under President Carter.  Dr. Brown is a leading proponent of the 
idea that an asset policy framework is the only viable way to re-build the nation’s social 
contract for decades to come.  He is author of numerous articles in both lay and scientific 
journals, such as Scientific America, Encyclopedia Britannica, and The American 
Prospect and has authored several books, including Living Hungry in America.  Dr. 
Brown holds the position of Distinguished Scientist, Brandeis University. 
 


